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1. Background
The strategic Cities Development Project(SCDP) is assisting the Ministry Of Defense and
Urban development for the development of major Cities of the country, the Kandy city is
one of the pilot Districts that has been selected for the project intervention. It has been
identified a list of needs for the investment in the District, the improvement of the existing
view point named Arthur Seat is one of the prioritized projects of the SCDP. The view
point at present is owned by the Kandy Municipal Council (KMC).
Kandy is a major city in Sri Lanka located in the Central Province. It is the second largest
city in the country. Kandy was the last capital of the ancient kings era of Sri Lanka. The
city lies in the midst of hills in the Kandy plateau which crosses an area of tropical
plantations, mainly tea.Kandy is both an administrative and religious city, providing the
home for the Temple of the Tooth Relic ( Sri Dalada Maligawa), also one of the most
venerable places for the Buddhist community of Sri Lanka and around the World. The
religious values, historical background and unique features of Kandy paid universal respect
to declared it as a World Heritage site by UNESCO in 1988. Hence, Kandy now became a
top level tourist destination attracting the local and international tourists.
Map 01:
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2. History of the Arthurs seat:
Plate 01. View of the Kandy city from Arthur seat view point

The term Arthurs Seat was first applied to the
mountain range, then to a squatting run, next to the
pre-emptive right, then to land allotments in the area
that is now the suburb McCrae, and currently to the
suburb at the summit of the range. Generally, the
main hill top of a mountain range which could be
seen a vast geographical area is named as Arthurs
Seat. Arthur Seat view points could be found many
countries of the World.
The Arthur Seat in Kandy City premises is situated
at 1790 feet above sea level in the directions of
The Temple of tooth relic from North, Senani Rest(
A guest House) from the south , Hillwood girls
college from the East, and Shalika Inn (a guest
house) from the western side 200 meters along
the Rajapihilla Mawatha from the Wales Park
junction to lake round road at the Ampitiya
junction. This viewing point was identified during
the British ruling period. The legend reveals that there was a Bungalow owned by Mr.Arthur,
a planter, just above the existing Arthur Seat is situated. The planter Arthur had used to
view Kandy City by standing on a stone seat under a tree situated in front of his bungalow.
Now the bungalow is owned by one Mr. Obeysekera, and the place where Mr. Arthur had
used is being used at present as a viewing point for the visitors both local and
international. The place at present appeared as a viewing point where the visitors used to
stand on the road pavement and one symbolic chair on the rubble masonry is being used
by the visitors taking a seat for photographs.
The value of the Arthur Seat view point is one of the tourist destinations, from which the
whole Kandy city looks amazingly great during night or day .Also gives a panoramic view
of the Kandy Lake, Dalada Maligawa and straight the Trincomalee street.
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3.Socio Economic Profile of the Impact Area.
The socio economic profile of the project impact area which was identified as 100 meters
of the both sides of the Rajapihilla Mawatha from the Wales park Junction to the Kandy
lake round at the Ampitiya junction consists of 16 Hotels , 04 Government buildings, 02
temples , 01retail shop, 01 government school, 02 private schools, 01 preschool, 14 residential
buildings,04,constucting housing units, and 6 access roads.
The proposed view point is designed to use areal space of the Gothami Balika Vidyalaya
land premises which is belongs to the Ministry of Education. The Principal has been
convinced on the project and obtained views and comments towards the proposed project.
Verbal consent has already been received and a letter has been sent to the
Secretary/Ministry of Education, Central Provincial Council for obtaining official
approval(Annex 04).
There are 21 mobile vendors engaging in business by selling a variety of handicrafts for the
tourists. They have formed an informal society and manage the opportunity of sharing the
benefits equally among members. The project and the KMC aim to manage the premise
systematically getting the participation of the vendors in future. The socio economic profile
of the vendors are illustrated in the Annex-02 below.
Improvement of this view point would attract tourists especially foreign tourists making
diverse livelihood opportunities such as providing logistics for visitors, selling food items and
tokens of memories, providing guiding services, providing transport facilities etc. in the city
area.

4. Objectives:
The general objective of the project is to promote local and foreign tourism in the Kandy
District and thereby generate income generation avenues for the people of the area. The
other objectives are to establish a systematic mobile venders business by introducing them
an identity card, provision of facilities for displaying handicrafts , making arrangements for
including details of developed view point into the Tourist Guide Book and beatification of
the Kandy city, establishment of regular coordination system between KMC, mobile vendors.
and introduce a new strategy for protection of surrounding environment of the premises
by obtaining participation of school community and the mobile vendors..

5. Methodology
The primary and secondary data has been collected for assessing the level of positive
and negative social impacts to be generated through the project. Primary data has been
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obtained through the individual and focus group discussions with the vendors at the place,
visitors and the surrounding business communities. Also made a series of discussions with
the staff of the KMC, members of the heritage committee and the principal and the
teachers of the Gothami Balika Vidyalaya and the Hillwood college. All data and information
gathered has been properly documented.
The key concerns raised during the stakeholder consultation are; the proposed project is
requested to cause minimal damages to the area and the development should be
environmental friendly as much as possible. The existing trees need to be protected and
if there any construction to be introduced, that needs to be reflected the Kandian identity.
The overall feedback of the stakeholders is the all parties welcome and blessed the
proposed investment.
The details of the stakeholder consultation is described in the Annex-01

Plate 2.Top of the Arthur Seat view point

Plate 3.Mobile vender sale’s gallery

6. The socio economic profile of the mobile vendors
The mobile vendors at the premises of Arthur Seat selling variety of Handicrafts such as,
ready made garments, Batik, Mask and souvenirs(locally made painted cloth ) to foreign
visitors. One local manufacturers supply require items, duty roster help them to manage on daily
basis business of each mobile vendors. Their age categories range from 38 to 60 years,
majority falls year forties. All are male vendors. The monthly income would range from
Rs.12000 to Rs.30000.00, the average monthly income would be Rs.20000.00. The all mobile
vendors do not have other income generating avenues . (See annexure -5)

6. Sub Project Description
The proposed development project includes the improvement of the view point called
Arthur Seat by construction of a deck length 35m and width 5m, total require land area is
175 sq.m. a small car park and a symbolical seat made out of a rock. There will be a
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special structure to constructed for the displaying of locally made handicrafts as per the
request made by the mobile vendors. The preparation of the design and estimate will be
done by the Central Engineering Consultant Bureu (CECB) and the architectural design has
been done by the SCDP. The construction period is six month, contractor will be selected
following the tender process. The civil works include excavation and construction of
structures where excavators will be used. The operation and maintenance will be done by
the KMC once the project is commissioned.

Plate 4: Mobile vendor’s survey

Plate 5: Informal discussion

7. Project Justification
The Arthur Seat view point is the most picturesque place in the Kandy city area attracting
vast number of local and foreign visitors. Generally, 1500 tourists visit the place in a day
of the season from November to May . In the off season, 500 tourists per day visit the
place. In addition, local people visit the place in each and every day representing the
various parts of the country. A total of 21 mobile venders who are in the poor category
of the wealth rank , survive out of doing mobile business in the place.
At present, there is no sufficient facilities in the place for the visitors attracting the place
daily. Visitors faced a lot of difficulties especially in the rainy season where there is no
required infrastructure facilities developed. The mobile venders use unpleasant temporary
structures for displaying their local selling handicrafts making inconvenience to the tourists.
Also there is no proper system of garbage disposal due to underdeveloped infrastructure
facilities. As there is no sufficient space in the view point, visitors have to use the existing
road where the limited space on the road surface create unexpected traffic and the
vulnerable situation towards public safeguard.
Also, tourist face difficulties without having convenience facility to have a photograph as
a memory of the area, All
the above inadequacies will be addressed through the
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implementation of the proposed project benefiting different categories of visitors, the
mobile venders, other business communities and the general public.
8. Potential Adverse Social Impacts and *Action plan for implementation of

social safeguards
Negative Social
Impacts identified

Mitigation Measures to be proposed

Induce land slide risk Slope protection with soil nailing at the upper slopes of the
to the Gothami Balika school.
Vidyalaya situated at It is proposed to technical team to work out mitigation options
the down side of the for this aspect making as a priority area.
road
Short term
disturbance will
affected to the vehicle
movement due to use
of machinery to do
some digging in the
narrow road.
Short term
interruption to the
tourists during
construction period

Arrange one side traffic movement strategy.
People of the area will be early informed
Obtain traffic police assistance to manage the traffic.

Dropping daily income
of the mobile venders
of the place during
the construction
period

At the discussion with the mobile venders agreed,construction will be
scheduled to implement in the off season
Non statutory entitlement( compensation) for the mobile venders
as the livelihood restoration(according to mandatory of the
EM).Estimated amount Rs 1.3 million

Short tern
inconvenience to the
public due to noise
and dust

Contractor will be informed to use medium scale equipment.
Cover construction site with hard polythene sheet.

Disturbance to the
1500 students of
Gothami Balika
Vidyalaya.

Construction will be planned to implement during the school
vacation or after school hours of the day.
It has been agreed to develop sanitary facilities for the school
community and complete balance portion of the partly
constructed retaining wall of the school as a compensation
arrangement.

Construction will be scheduled to implement in the off season,
During this period less number of foreign visitors will be expected.
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Parking
machinery
close
to
the
premises
would
create disturbance to
day to day activities
of the public

Contractor will be instructed to identify yards for parking
machineries away from the site or a residential area.

Workers camp to be
situated close to the
two girls schools
would create
harassments to
students.

Contractor will be informed to establish workers camp away from
the schools and the site.

Traffic congestion and Contractor will be instructed to select spaces for storing
inconvenience for the construction materials and include the details in the inception
public would create
report.
due to storing
construction materials
close to the
construction site
*The proposed project will be implemented by a contractor to be selected following the tender
process. Once the contractor is selected, the time frame for the implementation of the action
plan could be able to practically fixed. Construction supervision will be done by the SCDP.

9. Positive Impacts:
The overall benefits ( Direct and Indirect) of this investment would reach to 5000 individuals
by providing logistics for visitors, selling food items and tokens of memories(Production of
Handicrafts), providing guiding services, providing transport facilities and potential job
opportunities to be created in connection to income generation avenues. Etc.in Kandy city
region itself and the number of individuals enjoy the benefits outside the Kandy city
including local and international would be uncountable
With the improvement of the view point, 21 mobile venders who fall into the poor wealth
category get direct benefits and 40% incremental income increase would be expected. An
organized and systematic mobile selling system will be established and a uniform and
identity card will be agreed to provide by the KMC. 10 hotels and guest houses close
proximity of the view point will get benefited by providing logistic services for the local
and foreign visitors. The protection walls to be erected around Gothami Balika Vidyalaya will
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reduce the vulnerability of the school as well as its student population to landslides, physical
insecurity and other forms of physical and human destructions.

10 . Estimates of Specific Impacts/Inapplicable)

NO

NO

175 Sq.m. NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

14. Information on Affected persons
Any estimate of the likely number of households that will be affected by the sub project?
[ ] No.[ ] Yes. If yes, approximately how many?

No

No. of HHs losing <10% of their productive assets
(land/cowshed/shops) No
No. of HHs losing 10% or more of their productive assets? No

Are any vulnerable households affected? No If yes, please briefly describe their situation
with estimate numbers of HHs? What are the needs and priorities for social and economic betterment of vulnerable
people who are affected by this project? No relevant

12. Conclusion
The overall assessment of the social screening is that it is ensured that there is no
violation of the World Bank Safeguard policies OP 4.10 and OP 4.12 and Government
policies in the implementation of the proposed project.
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Therefore, the proposed project for improvement of the view point Arthur Seat is
recommended in terms of social safeguards

Prepared by:

S.Gunasekara
(APD-Social))
Date: 27th Mar.2015

Recommended by:

Pradeep Hettiarachchi
(Deputy Project Director /Social, SCDP)
Date: 02nd April. 2015

Approved by:

Archt. Anura Dassanayake
(Project Director, SCDP)

Date: 02nd April 2015
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Annex: 01

Details of the stakeholder consultation:
Institution/Stakeholders Officials Met

Matters discussed

Heritage
Committee/KMC

Members of
the
committee

Presented the design and incorporated comments
from the committee members. Obtained the
approval of the Heritage Committee

Kandy Municipal
Council

Hon.Mayor,
Explained the detail design of the proposed project,
Municipal
obtained their comments, incorporated the
Commissioner, comments.
Chief
Engineer,
Land Officer

Ministry of Education

Provincial
Director of
Education

Gothami Balika
Vidyalaya

Principal,
Deputy
Principal and
the staff/
Gothami
Balika
Vidyalaya

Mobile vendors
organization

Mobile
venders

Conducted a discussion with the Mobile Venders
chaired by the Hon.Mayor/KMC. Their suggestions
were; issue an identity card place for displaying
their selling items. They promised to keep the
premises clean

Foreign visitors

Ten tourists
were
consulted

Suggestions were not to damage the existing tree
and avoid structures close to the view point as
much as possible.

Hotel s

Owners and
the
Management

Requested to arrange alternative vehicle parking
place due to severe traffic congestion during the
season

General Public

Selected
business
owners, close
by residents
and general
public

Their perception on the proposed project potential
benefits and impacts.

Presented propose project plan and requirement of the
project, Provincial Director agreed to submit a letter to
Ministry of education in Central Province. ( See
annexure 5)
Explained the proposed project and obtained their
suggestions. They requested assistance to renovate
sanitary facilities of the school or assistance for the
landscaping of the school land extent.
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Annex 2
Social Impact Screening Report:
Probable Involuntary Resettlement Effects

Yes No

Will the sub-project include any physical construction work?

Does the sub-project include upgrading or rehabilitation of existing
physical facilities?

Is the sub-project likely to cause any damage to or loss of housing,
other assets, resource use?
Is the site for chosen for this work free from encumbrances and is in 
possession of the government/Municipality?
If the site is privately owned, will this be purchased or obtained
through voluntary donation?
If the land parcel has to be acquired, is the actual plot size and
ownership status known?
Is land for material mobilization or transport for the civil work 
available within the existing plot/ Right of Way?
Are there any non-titled people who living/doing business on the
proposed site for civil work?
Will there be loss of /damage to agricultural lands, standing crops,
trees?
Will there be loss of incomes and livelihoods?


Will people permanently or temporarily lose access to facilities,
services, or natural resources?
Does the Urban Local Body have its own procedures for land

acquisition?
Are there any previous land acquisitions under this subproject?



Details
Not
Known
The land
belong to
the
ministry of
education








.


21 mobile
vendors .get
affected during
the constructio n
period




Any indigenous people affected?


Whether the affected land/structure owners likely to lose less than
10% of their land/structure area.


If so, are these land / structure owners willing to voluntarily donate
the
required land for this sub-project?
Is any temporary impact likely?



such
as
dust, noise, and
alteration of
accessibility
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Annex -3
Layout Plan

13

Annex: 4
Consent letter from provincial secretary, Ministry of Education, Central Province
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Annexure -5: The Socio Economic Profile of the mobile vendors

No Name
1
2
3
4

Saliya Lasantha
W.G. Upul Nishshanka

Ruwan Herath
U.Priyantha Perera

Age

Sex

Monthly

Other
Income

Family members

38

M

30,000.00

No

4

43

M

30,000.00

No

5

43

M

18000

No

2

43

M

13500

No

4

20,000.00

No

2

30,000.00

No

1

20,000.00

No

5

18,000.00

No

4

20,000.00

No

3

25000

No

4

12000

No

4

18000

No

4

D.G. Themiyapala

6

K.A.M.D.Jagath Wasantha
34
Soysa

M

7

Y.M.S.N.
Amarasinghe

M

8

Sumedha Jayasinghe

56

M

5

48
53

M
M

9

S.S.P.Pathiraja

42

10

S.S. Dikkumbura

48

11

K.G. Wasantha

51

12

R. Rathnapala

60

13

W.M. Maheshika
Wijesingha

38

M

10,000.00

14

Y.M.A.B. Yapa

40

M

20,000.00

No

5

15

S.Sisila Pathiraja

41

M

35,000.00

No

5

16

S.T.J. Pathiraja

43

M

15,000.00

No

3

M
M
M

15

Three
Wheel
Hiring

3

17

D.M. Wijitha Bandra

43

M

15,000.00

No

5

No

6

18

W.W.
Chandrapala

72

M

19

K.A. Nawaratne

48

M

18,000.00

No

5

20

W.W. Sanjeewa

34

M

45,000.00

No

4
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Sugath Duminda
Dikkumbura

41

M

15,000.00

No

2

16

